“Uniguely Monroe” Photo Project
Showcases Monroe Camera Club Tulent

[n 1000 AL, the pinhole camera set the stage [or photography ne we
know il today. This desace—nothing - more than a box, really—
projecied nn inverted imnge when light pessed theough o hole cut out of

the side, Since them, the waorld hns experienced the firt panormmie;,

underwiler, dispodable, amd digitml cameris. These impressive feats
bely the camera’s early and humble origins.

While plhitography memy have started simply enough, it is today an
nbsorbing pastime for mony. Members of the Monroe Camern Club
know ull about the photography bug. For more thin 30 years; thes proup
has Jowrmeyed fo Famous, infimons ond even obscure ploces in Monme
County that make for arresting photos.

Here's the way the club works: af monthly meetings, all members

receive nn pssignment they con photograph nny way they want. At the

following monthly meeting, photos are then ceitiqued and {irst, second
unel hied ploce winoers numed. A spot i also reserved for honomble
mendian.

*We name winners for ¢ach of the three ootegories we Judge,” expluing:

Ben Anderson, webmaster and former: president of the ¢lub, “The
catepories nne Assignment, Open and Photo Ar, Anyibiog goes n
Photo Art. A person cin wse Photoshop, specind filters and other offects
as long us it's tdeeir oriping] work Assigniment nond Open eriepories are.
pretly traditioal in most caners ¢lubs,”

The non-traditronal aspect of the Muonroe Camera Club is the way in
which members percelve this comnmmnity, ‘They seck 1o promole e
people, places and cvents that are wniquely Monroe. This theme is 50

impociant it 0 becime a six-month praject, known simply ws.

Uniquely Monroe, developed by Winnie Anderson, club seerctary,

Wirmie savs, “1 was in bed. awake as useal, and thought, *Wow, you
kneyw whnt?™*

The *wou know what' eelated fo 55 ploces'events Winnie ond her
hushand feel epitomize Monroe, They wrote each on a slip of paper that
wenl into o large fish bowl, Eoeh comera club member then drew tiree
slips ond, for the next six months, repeatedly visited their selected
ploces, Spots included the River Raisin: Notional Battlefield Park,
Monroe Bonk & Trust, Ere Orchards and Cider Mill, and the River
Hitiseet Biverwalk., CONTINUETY PAGE @

LOCAL BUZZ

“Unigquely Monroe,” continued

Members photographed ot all times of day and in all weather, then
submined the photos they liked best for judging.

*Usually members judge our contests,™ Winnie explains, * Bt we had
ourtsiders for this one,”

Judges for this monumental conlest included local photographer Carey
Crays, Monroe County Convention and Tourism Durcau President John
atterson and Monroe Public Access Television Director Milwand
Beaudry.

“We tricd o get diverse representatives of Monroe,” says Lana
Emerson, president of the Monroe Camera Club,

The Uniquely Monroe project will be on display al Monsee City Hall
fronm March 27 to April 10, AN 51 photos submitted for the contest nre
also  wwailable  for  viewing  on the . club’s wiebsite ot
montoeemnernd lub weebly com.

Winnors ane as [ollow:
Ist place: Ben Andersin, "Monroe County Courthouse™
Znd place (tie): Winnle Anderson, "Washington Streel Hiuse™
Lang Emerson, *“Santa’s Arrival al Christmas in lda”
Ard place (tie): Winnie Andergon, “The LTLM, Mother House™
Cindy Buckley, “Sawyer Homestead *

In addition to the Uniguely Monroe exhibii, monthly |:Imn:lrs froim the
camera club are always on dispiay ot Dorsch Library, 18 E First Strect.

“Ohur assignments make us look at things very differently,” Winnic
says. “Even after it's linished, you siill think about it. Like the way a
lone teee looks in a ficld or an old bam."

Lana agrees. “We take hunideeds of photos each moath. 1t"s a leaming
expericnge. | always leam new techniques from other members. We
nlse eritigque photos during our meetings (o help us improve.”

For moree infoemation about the Monroe Camera Club, please visit their
webslte or call Lang Bmerson at (734) 6933200, The ¢lub consistently
secks new members, and guests are welcome ot meetings held the st
Thursduy of every month b First Presbyterinn Churely ol LaSalle,
13007 South Dixic Hwy,
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